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THE 


Rights and Paiviledges 


OF THE 


Ciiy of LOND ON. 


I'S certainly the Duty of all Men at all times, to 
exert their atwoi#t Abilities for the Happineſs 
and Peace of that Country in which they are 
born, and to ſhew their warmeſt 4ffeTions in 
- maintenance and mn tg PR 
and Priiledges, eſpecially when t how 
malicious and a a. the Ro of 
ſome Men are to bring the moſt ancient, as well as glorious Conſti- 
tations, under Contempt and Ignominy, and by that means, with 
a more plauſible Colour, and greater Facility, utterly to deſtroy 
and diſſolve them. 
May we not fear there are too many ſach reſolved and de- 
ſperate Perſons Us, that induſtriouſly labour to effe&t the 
witer Subverſion of LON. DO Ns IMMOUNITIES, the 
Antiquity of which, I may be boli to fay, comes not in Arrear 
to any Cinie's in ke Tow a . _ a 
LONDON, / tome of E the Seat of the Britiſh Pr. Chamberlaln's 
Empire, the Chamber of the robes the chi 7 nn as ws {4 


OF land, Partsit Edets 
Town of Trade in the World ;, wherein all the Bleſſings of Land and Amo 168%. p. 176, 


Sea, and ( by the bene Shipping ) all the mes of the Terre- > 

ftrial Globe, may be ſedi 6 any _A 4 Weald, 6&6 
Whoever t are the quarrelſome Enviersof LONDON's \a,ciquitima & Li- 

long enjoyed Cuſtoaees, and Franchiſes 3 whoever would violently berrima Civiras Do- 

rauiſh from this Metropolis of the Kingdom, thoſe mighty Bleſ- 2, Regv E.heant 

fings, her Jari/difions and Priviledges, ( whilſt as yet at leaſt it Regis vulgarirer 

cannot be that ſhe hath forfeited them bln) LL ——_— 

are the Perſons againſt whom I cannot but be affected with 

Grief, Reſentment, and (TIthink I am pardonable, if I add too ) 

a zealous Indignation; and indeed a lefs Concern I (hould hardly 

know how well to anſwer for, fince I am obliged to this Augſt 

City, for its being the Place both of my Nativity and Education, 

and as fo, it commands all my dutiful Regards. The 

Sword that was at his Father's Throat made a dumb Son once 

to ſpeak 3 and (hall a Man I any true Engliſh Blood ran- 


ning 


O''' O'S — 
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ning in his Veins, fee the violent and wnnatural Attempts of 
ſome diflolute a Citizens upon the *Priviledges of the City, 
which are the {s of their Mother, and upon her Life and 
Being too, and yet be filent ! I could never bring my (elf to 
Mecenas his cowardly love of Life, which Sexeca juſtly defpilcs, 
Vita dum ſupereſt, bene eſt, banc mibi vel acutd (i ſedeam Cruce, ſuſti- 
met, A meer Being here ( me thinks ) is not fo pleaſurable as to 
make me fond on't,unleſs I could enjoy it with its comfortable Ap- 
pendages ;, and what is ſufficient to make the (emains of Life 
ally ways yur to that miſerable Mar, whoſe fare it ſhould be 

to ſurvive the Wreck of his native Country, and beloved City £ 
If the open and bold Invaſions that have of late been made by 
ſome Perſons upon the Rights and Liberties of this Renowned 
City, (in manifeſt and bare-fac'd Contempt, not only of its ancient 
UOſages, Laws and Cuſtoms, but of the very Laws of the Land ) 
have been carried on and promoted by any of the Citizens, let 
them be of what Rank or eminent Quality ſoever; it is 
bighly demonſtrative, that ſuch Citizens bave both forgotten the 
Duties of their Place, renounced all Truth and Honeſty, and 
have little leſs than perjwriouſly broken all the Obligations of 
* The Oath of their * Oaths, ſolemny taken 1n the Preſence of God Angels, 
every Freeman of 1,4 Men, as Freemer, or as Perſons of a more exalted Chara&er, 
the City of La*- to keep and defend the Antient Laws, Ujager, and Cuſtoms of 
pa ſhall ſivear the City. And what does any good Man think they can leſs de- 
that ye ſhall be ſerve, than,when a convenient Opportunity may occur, for ever 
good and true to tO be disfranchiſed from thoſe excellent and highly to be valued 
our Soveraign Lord Priviledges, to which they are, and have been ſuch avowed, as 
King Charles,end well as abhorred Enemies ? for theſe are the real Diſturbers of 
to the Heirs of the King's Peace, and the Violaters of thoſe moſt admirable Laws, 
Tt the that, if religioully obſerved, and ſubmitted to, would preſerve 
Obeyſant and obe. Us all in Order and Harmony, and make 'em no longer angry 
dient ye ſhall be ts With thoſe that dare not run with them into the ſame Lavilkes 

the Mayor and Mi. and exceſs of Riot, 


nifters of this City, 
The Franchiſes and Cuſtorns thereof ye ſhall maintain, and this City keep harmleſs in that 
that in you is. Te ſhall be contributary to all manner of within this City, as Summons, 


Watcher, C ontributions, Taxes, Tallager, Lot and Scot, and to all other Charger, bearing 
as @ Freeman to do, Te ſhall colour no Forrein Goods under, or in your Name, j- 
the King, or this City might, or may loſe their or Advantages. Te ſhall know no For- 
reiner t0 buy or ſe/l any Merchandize with any other Forreigner within this City or Franchiſe there= 
of, but you ſhdll warn the Chamberlain thereof or ſome Miniſter of the Chamber, Ye (ball 
implead or ſue no Freeman out of this City, whiltt you may have Right and Law within 
the lame City, Te ſhall takg no Apprentice, but if be be free-born, that is to ſay, no Bond man's 
Son, nor the Child of any Alien, and for no leſs term than for Seven Tears, without Fraud or De- 
ceitz and within the firſt Tear ye ſhall cauſe bim to be enrolled, or elſe pay ſuch @ Fine as ſhall be 
reaſonably impoſed = you for omitting the ſame; and after bis Terms end, within convenient 
time ( being required )) ye ſhall make him free of this City, if be bave well and truly ſerv'd you. 
Te ſhall alſo keep the King's Peace in your own Perſon, Te ſhall know no Gatherings, Conventicles 
nor Conſpiracies made againſt the King's Peace, but ye ſhall warn the Mayor thereof, or let it to 
your Power, All theſe Points and Articles ye ſhall well and truly keep according to the Laws and 
Cuſtoms of this City to your Power. $0 God you belp. 


The 


Et ada, 


of the City of LON DON. ; 


The Citizens ought to behave themſelves as one entire *Body 
and Perſon, and not to be Divided upon any Pretences what- 
foever into Parties and Fadions, to defiroy their Immemorial 
and Charteral Rights ; becauſe no Man, according to the Laws 
of the Land, is bound to diſcover wherein he is Criminal, and 
lies obnoxious to Penalties to be inflicted : A(one by Law is 0b- 
liged to ſhew the defe# of his Title to any thing, neither is a»y 
one bound to diſcover any AF he hath done, whereby ro make 
himſelf [able to a Forfeiture of his Eftate ; Nemo tenetur 
ſeipſum, is a Rule in Law : Therefore Citizens and all Freemen 
being obliged by their ſolemn Oaths to maintain the Liberties of the 
City and defend them, that muſt, certainly be intended in a legal 
ſenſe and way. And admit particular Citizens have done any AF, 
or committed any Offence, _—_ they are TT or otherwiſe 

j/bable, or w y ——— thoſe Priviledges, t 
dos fs jos r Oaths to make the be ke 
Canſe, either againſt a Quo Warranto, or any other Aion 
brought againſt them by any whomloever. 


I. The Antiquity of the City of London by Way of 


Preſcription. 


S for the Antiquity of this celebrated City, I cannot meet 
with any Fecords to inform me when it firſt commenced, 
Venerable Bede, a Saxon, and a "Prieſt, who writ the Eccleſiaſti- Bed, gcclef. Hil, 
cal Hiſtory of the Engliſh Nation, the coming in of July en 269 
Celar, to the Year 723, and who lived near 950 Years ago, ſays, '** 
"Britannia erat Givitatibus quondam Viginti & oo Novililjamis, 
inſignita preter (Caſteila immmera, que & ipſa Muris, Turribus, por- 
t1s ac ſerrs erant inſtruc fironſunis : That Britain was of a long 
time famous in 28 moſt Noble (ties, belides Caſtles immumerable, 
which were of a vaſt ſtrength : And as for the Names of theſe 
Cities I find them (ct down in Henry Arch-deacon ot Huntingdon, Hen. de Hunting, 
who writ an Hiſtory of the Kings of England to the Reign of ** */ #7941. 5 
ing Stephen, in whoſe time he lived ) and them the 
City of London is mentioned; He a mg thus z York, Gan- 
terbury, Worceſter, LONDON, Gloceſfter, Wincheſter, Carliſle, 
Lincoln, &c. all of them remaining Cities to this day. Ammianzr iu. v1 
Marcellimus, who wrote near 1300 Years ago, calls London then Marcellin.) 
an Ancient City. 
Herodian in the Life of Severns the Emperor of Rome, faith, 
Londinum urbs magna & opulenta, that it was then a Great and 
Opulent City. 
Cornelins Tacitus, who married the Daughter of Lacins Agri- Tacitus 14. 14.An- 
cola the Roman Governour of Britain, who was herewith him by <4 1% 
the ſpace of ſeven Years, affirms, £*od Londinum New Nero 
egot 


is ( which is above 1500 Years palt)) fit Copia iatoruns (ord Cook 4, 1nftir. 
&- Commeatu maxime celebre, that in the time of Nero, 975 
was a Gity famous for Trade and Commerce ; nay ſo femons about 

that 


4 The Rights and Pziviledges 
that time, that by way of higheſt Honour and Dignity, Cambden 
Camb, Br's, f.305- tells us it was emobled above 1360 Years fince with the Title 
| of AUGUSTA. "RAR 4 SPIE" 
| Nay, to go a great ſtep higher yet, Fitz-Stephar,or Stephanides, 
a Monkof anterbury, born of worſbipful Parents in the City of 
London, who wrote in the Reign of —_——— of this 
St-w's Sorvey of City, ſaith ; Hee Croitas QOrbe fſecum (bronicorum fidems 
Landon, f: $75-4* ſatis amtiquior eſt, &&c. That if you give any credit to Hiſtorians, 


dif; ofitione hae it's far wore ancient than that of Rome. 


_ _ ©|C—_ £_ —_ —— — 


| Il, The Rights and Priviledges of the City of London 
| proved from ( harters. 


Ne: certainly that "Perſon muſt be a Man of a hardned 
Forehead, or elſe be very ignorant in the Annals and Hi- 
ſtories of this N ation, who can luppoſe, that theſe ſo ancient Ci- 

ties declared and mentioned by and Huntingdon, whereof 

London is one, were made Corporations by any Charters of our 

Britiſh, Saxon, or Norman Kings, or that they received all their 

Priviledges from the ſole Grace, Favour and * Bounty of them, who 

in truth were ſo many and ſo inconſiderable in thoſe times, that 

"Britain (cemed rather an Ariſtocratical and Democratical Go- 

vernment mixed together, then any entire or abſolute Monarchy ; 

Xiphil, © Dio-caſi, For Xiphiline, out of Dion Caſſius in the Life of the Emperor 
{; £21. Imprefl. Ba- Severas, allures us 3 apud bor, i.e. 'Britannos Populus magna ex 
; parte Pyincipatum texer 5 that among the Britaims the People bore 

a great ſbere or ſway in the Soveraigntyz which, by thewing 

what kind of Government was among the Britains in thoſe days, 

ives us a great Light from whence this ancient City originally 


TINS 

And it is a $ and motoriows Error for any to affirm, 
that ſuch Charters of this famous City of London as were granted 
to the Gitizens or * Barons of London, proceeded from the were 
Will, Pleaſure and Kindneſs of the ancient Kings of England : For 
whoſoever will pleaſe to injpe# with any Confiderateneſs and 
Care the ancient Kecords - gee of Fan Kingdom as to 
this point, ma ſatisfy him that there is mo material 
Claaſe in any of the Charters of the City of London but what hath 
coft the Citizens many thouſands of Pounds; and I dare be 
bold to ſay, there is not one Subjett in all the King's Dominions 
who hath pwrchaſed and paid ſo dear for his particular Eſtate by 
half as the (itizens of London bave done for the ſeveral Grants 
and Con ions of their chargeable Liberties and Priviledges. 

It would be endleff to file a particuler Account of the many vaſt 
Sums of Mony which has been paid to the Grows by the City for 
their ſeveral s and Confirmations ; I (hall therefore forbear 
ſuch an t, and content my fclf with giving you a 
few Inſtances m the more carly Times. 


I. In 


Ps 


of the City of LONDON. 5 


1. In the 9th of Richard the 1ft, the Citizens gave one thou px nou. in $646 
ſand froe hundred Marks pro Libertatibus ſuis conſervand#s, ; 

2, [a the Reign of King John they paid three thouſand Marks 4 Johan. in Scac. re. 
pro habenda con fr matione Regis de Libertatibus ſis, which was a 
very great Sum 1n thoſe Times. 

3. In2 H. 3. they paid Quintamdecimam partem omninm *Bo- S. peves Do- 
worum ſuorum molalinm, a fitteenth part of all their moveable {mares pony 
Goods, Ut Civits: London. habeat ommes Libertates antiques E& li- 2d Log, MS, penees 
bers Conſuetudines ſus, That the City of London might have all arkery> boar _ 
her antient Liberties and free Cuſtoms. $r2cut or. = 

4. In 9 H. 3. They paid another fiſteenth of all their Move- IRS de 
«bles, that London ſhould have all the old Liberties and Cuſtoms roit.Sear. þ- 1.4. "” 
which it had becn uſed to have. 

5. In the 36th H, 3. The King granted Croibus London. omnes 7 MS in Archi:is 
Libertates ſuas Leges & Conſuettudines & quas etiam habuernnt tem- £+40%. 
pore Regis Henrici Paint #ſtates & nox wſtatss : for which their 
Rent was increaſed ſeptem Libras Sterlingorum per Annum, and 
they then paid to the King frve hundred Marks pro Charts illa 
habenda ; no (mall Sum in that Age. 

6. In 50 H. 3. there were twenty thouſand Marks paid for a Stow's 4xnals fol. 
further Confirmation of their Liberties 3, not to inſtance in the 15517, 
many illegal lImpoſitions, Tallages, atid Taxes, which that wngo- Legibus in Auchiv.. 
onthe King laid upon the City, notwithſtanding fo many of *=<* 
his Solemwn and Sacred Oaths for the inviolable Obſervation of 


agna Charta. 

{ (hall now proceed to ſhew from Charters the Privi- 
ledges that the Gr1:2ens of Lowdown had to chooſe their Officers, 
particularly Sheriffs ; and I ſhall begin with, 

1. William the Firſt, commonly called the Conqueror, who 
did confirm the Ancient Liberties of the City, and by owe Char- Stwo's Sarvey of 
ter demiſed and granted to the Citizens of London, the ig, Sn on 
avd the Sherifwick thereof; and afterwards con the fime « 74. hue woe 
* in *Parl:awent. For the words of the Record are, f Auttori- Parivamoncs m Will 
tate Parliamenti Willielmus dizeiſit tunc Crotbus London. totam = common hy "3 
diam Crontatem Oo Cice-Comitatum London. enum omnibus Ap- Normanicum, p-0v- 
pendiciis, &c. > roy _— 

2. As to the Sherifwick of ibdleſer, Henry the Firſt, Son 15.+ willian Dute 
to this William the Conqueror, confirmed the Liberties of the City of * CE 
London, and granted to thew, their Heirs and Succeſfors £2  tnglund Te 
jo raping mmangy vl v7 at the Farm of three hundred ave {1 -tnay an: þ | 

ound: per Annu, lta quod ipſs Ctves ponent Uice-Comitatum og: 

quales Uoluerint de ſip 3 ſo that they ſhould choſe what Sheriffs + Lin Kin Arc 
they pleaſed from among thewſeluer. This was the better to ©n- "9h 1v..ve ts. 
able the City to keep the Peace; for many Murders, Rapiney, fyecez H. x. « 


and V:il/anies being committed mn the Cty, che Offenvers wontd 
thereupon fly into Middleſex, and the (itizens having no Power 
or Juriſdiction before in that Connty, the Offenders by that 
King Srphes by bis Pagna Charta cones ( amongſt 
3. King St by his Bagna con Ex MS.i Clvitatls 
others ) the Liberties of the my —— 
t 


A 


© — 
HS A 
cu aa 


Inſpex, 3 H. 5. 
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Omnes Liberates the Times of William the Conqueror, William "Rufws, and Henry 


Rs: 22g Ab. the Firſt, but thoſe they had aud er jozed 1n the time of Coward 


vunculus meus ci»de- the Confeſſo?. 


dit & concclfir & om- 


nes bonas Legs, & bonas Conſuctudines eis concedo q1as habn:rant Tempore Regis E- wards, May's 
Charts Reg Ste han, 


didit, & = G pf "we the Second by his DYagna Charta did the fame, and 


may omnes 


wetwdine; quxs 5, King Richard the Firſt, hisSon,who by his Letters Patents 
1 = granted to the ſaid Citizens all thoſe their faid Caſt: ms, and aff 
quicts & plenarie other Liberties and Free Cuſtoms which they had 1n the time of 
iexend. Sel. ll King He»ry, Grandfather to King Hemry his Father, whenſoruer 


Charts. fol. 315. they were beſt, or moit free Cuſtoms. 
In Archivis London. 


Journ. Scyw, fol. 465. 27 H. 8. The great Caſe berwien St. Martin le Grand and the Cry of Tordon. 


6. King Fob» in the firſt Year of his Reign, by a Particular 
Ex Original,Chart. Charter, confirmed to the Citizens of London and their Heirs, 
fm the free Eledion of their Mayo2 and Sheriffs, with a Power to 
diſplace and remove the Sheriffs at their own pleaſure : the Words 
are, 2nd ipſt de ſeiplis facrart lice-Comites quoſeung;, voluerint, 
& amoveant quando volnerrt. | 
Charta #. 3. pet ,. 7+ Henry the Third by his Charter ratified and confirmed to the 
Citizens of London and their Peirs the Sherifwicks of Londur 
and Middleſex for the ancient Fee-Farm of 300 /. per Annu, 
which was the original Rent in Henry the Firſt his time, with the 
former Clauſe, &od ipſs de ſeipſes, &c. And after the Citizens 
ſhould preſent thar Sheriffs ſo choſen by them at the Exchequer. 

Which ſaid Charters of Her. 1/t, King John, and Henry 
the Third,have by [»ſpexzmw's been confirmed under the Great- 
Seal of Eng/and, one of the greateſt Obligations of the King to 
the People, by Edw. 1. Edw. 2. Edw. 3. Bw. 4. Hen. 5. Hen. 6. 
Ed. 4. Rich. 3. Hen. 7. Hen. 8. Ed. 6. Q Mary, Q. Eliz. King 
James, King Charles 1. and his Preſent Bajeſty. 

To cloſe this Point, In the memorable Cale between the Dear 
and Chapter of Weſtminſter and the City of London 27 Her. 8. 

touching St. Martns le Grard, the City by the deliberate Advice 
not only of the Recorder and of the City-Counſel, but no doubt 
by the DireCtion alſo of other great and eminert Lawyers of 

gland, penned and exhibited the enſuing Articles againſt the 
_ of St. Martin's to the Kirg and Conncil, as 1 under- 

it. 

Articles declaring for the Mayo? and Commona'ty of London, 
—_ w_— that the Encloſure = Chyrch of ſeynt Bartines py the 
$r,Martins le Grand. Houſes,and Lane of ſeynt Martins aforeſayd,be of and 
in the Liberty and J»ri/diion of the ſaid City,and that there be, 
nor by any /awf#l meane have been any ſuch *Priviledges and [m- 
wmwnity, the which may or ought to defend all manner rf enorm E- 
memics of God, the Chyrch, the King and the Realme unpuniſhed, as it 
hath been 7 long wrongfully accuſtomed, and eſpecially to digherit 
our Soveraign Lord and his faid City and COT 

0 
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of London of ſuch Rights, JuriſdiGions, Liberties and free Cn- 
ſiomes as of long ttme before the Foundation, and at the Founda- 
tion of the ſaid Chyrch, and ever after peaceably and quietly had 
uſed and approved by divers Recods by Amthority of Parlia- 
ment, Letters Patents, and otherwiſe, as followeth. 
1. Firſt, They ſcyen that the City of Loandan is, and ſynce the 
time of Remembrance of Man, hath been the Chief City of this 
Realm, and above all other Gries and Towns of the fame,as well 
in Honours, Liberties, and Free Cuſtoms highly endowen 3; 
and the which Famous City in the time of Seynt Edward King 
and Confeſſor, and long time before, always hath been of it (elf 
one hoole County, and one hoole yuynunn and Liberty by the 
faid Citizens and their *Predeceſſors, of the King and his Progeni- 
tours holden at Farm. 
Ahd the ſame Citizens then and by all the time aforeſcid by 
reaſon of their ſeid Juriſdidion and Liberty among others have 
had Liberties and free Caſioms to elect and make of themſelves 
pcarly certeyn pzincipal Dfficers in the ſaty City, which faith- 
fully ſhudde anſwer the King's Ferme, and immediately under 
him the ]Peopie of the ſaid City, and others repairing to the _—_— 
ſame; in Peace, Onity, and Juſtice {hudde govern after their ol 74 Officers 
Laws and Cuſtoms. And alſo to ſubſtitute under them other 21%» the Gry wire 
under-Officers and Miniſters to h<lp tor the Suſtentation and Ex- ray "— 
ecution of the Premilles. Thus far only out of the Record, King: 


ITT. The Rights and Priviledges of che City of London 
prov'd from Afts of Parliament. 


N D that the Rights of this ſo Famous and Ancient City 

might be kept znvolable, and remain and flouriſh to all fu- 

ture Generations. It was the great Wiſdom of the Kingdom to 

fortify it with new Rampiers againſt all ſucceeding Attaques 
and Invaſions whatſoever. | Apud C. Lambard 
I ſhall paſs over the Wagna Charta confirmed by the Com- EE 
mon Council or Parliament of the Kin m in the fourth Year of Lids. Hom. rorens 
William the Firſt, wherein it was ordained [| That all the Free- —— 
mr of the whole Kingdom aforeſaid, ſhould have and keep their ae & reneone Ter- 
Lands and Poſſeſſion: well and in "Peace, free from all wnjuſt Ex- 135 fuas & Polllio- 
ations and Tallage, fo that nothing ſhould be eracted or taker pace liv. abomni £x- 
from them but their free Services due to him according to Law, 44 injuts. * a» 
given and granted by them to him by Right of Inheritance for quod »bit ab civex- 
ever, and that by the Common Council of the whole Kingdom.) igiu vl capiarar 
I fay, [ ſhall paſs over that Charter, and deſcend to the Great [,,,,297co14e re 
Charter of the Liberties of England granted in King John's time, nobis tacere devent 
* Ut Civitas Londinenſcs habeat omnes antiquas Libertates & 5 nmr mane ene 
[-beras Conſuetudines ſuas tam per Terras quam per Aquas ;, and & illis a nob. dar. & 
t that of Her. 3. whereby the City was to enjoy all the. Old L- pr 
berlies and Cuſioms which it had been uſed to have. wrt” Concul arms Reg 

And "Me. Pars Fob 

+ Kaltall's $r.44, Fol. 
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And it is very obſervable,that the Bagna Charta's of Hey. r. 

King Stepher, and Herry the Second, were but as general Cor- 

firmations of all the Liberties, good Laws, and ancient Cuſtoms 

of the Kingdom : but Differences happening to ariſe between 

King John and the Barons concerning what thoſe Liberties, Luws 

and ancient Cuſtoms, ag well of the Crown as of the People, were, 

that ſo they might be brought into greater certainty,and receive 

—_ . new force, The ” 4 King John was drawn and 

am Johannes ®- reduced into more perticulur and diſtin Articles or Chapters, 

; CO which he ſwore faithfully to keep and obſerve, and the | yang id 

| per unica , 23-®- 3 him Homage thereupon. And it is a Truth moſt infaible, norwith- 

| ſtanding the Ignorance (not to ſay Malice) of ſeveral modern 

Writers, that have ind»ſtriouſly imployed their Pens to defame 

thoſe Venerable and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, where- 

by this /aft Age has been ſo much popſoned with their notorious 

s. I fay, this Charter of King John, Mari. Paris ( who was 

Hiſtoriographer "Royal to Henry the Third, Son of King Jobr, and 

who lived in that =_ does aftirm, did contain ex parte maxima 
& 


On DS 
 _— —_— 


| Leges eeni Conſuetudines, chictly the Arciezt 
| ; Laws and C of the Realm. And he muſt be'a Man of bur 
| an ordinary Capacity and OY in the Saxon Laws, and 

in the Laws of William the 1ft, and Henry the 1ſt, and other 


| ancient Records of the Nation, that will affert the contrary : But 
| if he deſires to come to the Knowleds of the Truth, for which afl 


Men ought to have the higheſt Deference and Veneration, and 
will do himſelf that Jſtice to compare the Magna Charta of 
ing John with the above-recited Laws and Charters,he may very 
, for the correfting of his Judgment, inform himſelf, That 

the Crete and Confirmation of thoſe Laws by King John's 

Charter were not Leges de novo introduZe wel ronceſſe, new 

upſtart Laws inforced upon him by the power of the * Barons at 

Rinning mead ; But they were the avitz Conſuetudines © antiquz 

Leges Anglornum, and to the Obſervation of which in the gener,/, 

Vinculo juramenti in die Goronationis ſue adſtrittus fuit, as we ſhall 

Dias. This creat Charter of King Jake, which Sir Few, $ 

Spel. ibÞ< Thi t rter , Win ir Her, Spelman 
de Mag, Char f. 374. calls— ( Aveufiſſew. Arghices hbertatum diploma &- ſatra Ar- 
chora)) was in the ratified and confirmed in ſeveral Par- 

liaments in the Reign of Hem. 23. ( and in particular, in the 
Parliament in the 52 Year of Hen. 3. ) after he had conquered 

and ſubdued the Barons, and was in the actual Poſkelion of the 

| Entire of the Crown ; I fay, that then that King did 
283 52 & (;mmon a Parkament at Merlborengh to prwvive for the better 
Eſtate of the Realws,for the more ſpeedy miniſtration of Juſtice, as 
belongeth to the Office of a King, the more diftreet Mex of the 
Realm being cabed together, as well of the higher as of the lower 
Jt was _oneved, agreed, and omained, T hat whereas 
of of late had been diſqurieted with manifold 
and Dine for Reformation whereof, Statmtes and 
Law: were right neceſſary, whereby the "Peace and Tranquility of 
the 
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the People muſt be obſerved, am other A&s, Ordinances, and 
Statutes then made, which the King willed to be obſerved tor 
ever firmly and inviolably of all his Subje&s as well high as low, Regilter. /»t. 992 
De Communi Conſilio Regni Anglie Proviſum fuit, That the **; de Mail. «. 5. 
Great Charter (ball be obſerved in all bir Articles, as well in ſuch 15 54 3: 
as pertain to the King, as to other. And that ſhall be enquired /* 108. 

afore the Juſtices in Eyre in their (ircuits, and afore the Sheriff 

in their Cownties when need ſhall be z and Writs ſhall be freely 
granted againſt them that do offend before the King or the uſti- 
ces of the Bench, or before Juſtices in Eyre when they come into 
thoſe parts. Likewiſe the Charter of the Fereſt ſtall obſerved in 
all bis Articles, and the Offenders when be convid (hall be 
grievouſly puniſhed by our Soveraign Lord the King in Form 
above mentioned. | 

Thus we ſee the ſteddy and invioleble Obſervation of this 
Great ( wherein the Article concerning the Liberties 
and Franchiſes of the City of Londen is a main and eſſential 
Branch ) was thought by this King and his Great and Soveraign 
Councfl of Parliament neceſſary, if not the beſt and only way 
to preſerve the Peace and Tranquillity of the People of England. 
And not oO King, but the whole Nation were divers times 
ſworn to the Religiows Obſervation of it, and the Clergy ſeveral 
times in their Publick Ercommunications cxrſed all ſuch as 
ſhould violate or infringe any one Article of it. 

So zealows were our Anceſtors to preſerve their Liberties from 
all Encroachments, that they employed all the Strength of Hu- 
man Policy and Religiows Obligations to ſecure them entire and 
inviolate. 

Nor did the Care of preſerving this Great Charter, and therein 
the memorable Liberties and Priviledges of the City of London, end 
with that King's Life 3 But in the ſeveral Confirmation: of that 
Charter in the Koen of that mighty Prince Edw. 1. by Parliament — o 
( in particularin the 25 and 28 Years) the Clergy's care was as f 75. Magna Char. 
great, and as great were their Excommunications againſt the 7 £ 5 62 mg- 
Breakers of it : Nay, by a General Canon it was ſtriftly ordained vis Lond. remanens. 
and commanded that the Peſts and Confeſſozs when their Pe- 
ritents came to make Confeſſion to them, ſhould charge their "Pills Oculi fo, 
Conſciences with the inviolable Ob of, and Obedience to ſanis lun wee 
this -righty Law, and therein the Preſervation of the Liberties and =+gnam Chartam. 
free Cuſtoms of this great Metropolis of the Nation ( the City of 
London ) as being an eſſential part in Bagna Charta, as 1 have 
faid before. 

Nay, ſo tender and careful was the Cllighom of "Parliament in 
34 Ed. 1. That in the Statute de Tallagio non concedends cap. 4. 

It was ordained for him and his Sxcceſſors, viz. AU Clerks and Keebl, Star. cap.' 
Laymen of owr Land ſhall have their Laws, Liberties, «rd free {5 7%; Volumu 
Cuſtoms «- largely 4»4 wholly 4 they have ſed to have the ſame & Hered. nofiris 


| Ve 
Lasci de Regno noſtro habeant omnes Leger, Libertates Of loberas Conſuetudines ſuas ita & © licut eas 
alique tempore melius & plenius babere conſmrvernne,& fi contra illas Articulo in przſenti con 
rento Statura fuerint edira per Nos & Antecefſores noltros vel Conſuetudines volumus & concedimus 
——— —— 
at 
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at any time when they bad them beſt t And if any Statrtes have 
been made by Us or onr Anceſtors, or any Cuſtoms brought in conmra- 
ry to thee, or ary manner of Article contained in this preſent Charter, 
We will and grant that fach manner of Statutes and Cuſtom ſhall be 
Refttturton general to the Stibjects of all their Laws Liberties, 
and ftee Cuftoms, as freely. atid wholly as at any time before, in 
the better and fadler manner they uſed to have the fame: And this 
doth not only extend to Magna Charts, and Charta de Foreſta, but 
to all other Lets, Liberties, of Freedoms, aud free Cuſtoms what- 
The berktton ſeveral Irvaſions and illegal Proccedi 
Rot Clauſ.rg H.z, ' os ngs 
».15.dork.* = made by the King's Fuiices and other bis Mamiiers upon the 
Franckiſer, Cultom: , Eſpecially 


by colour of a Oo 
de Stamou — in Eyre, firing in 
not only had refuſed to allow the 
Rights, but had fore-judg'd 


ing, That 
ity enjoy again thoſe Iuberties 
trempts made upon it by his Miri- 
ve was extraordinary, 


droit ſoit fait, That Right'ſhould be 


And indeed it was no wonder that Fdw. 2. bore a bevy Hand 
Ror.Clau. 33 £.4. OVET the Londoners, ſince forgetting his Solewn Oath he had 


te Corps de Dieu & 
for les autres Rell. 
ques. 


Walfinghaw, fol. 93. dom by 


Breath out of the Body of bs Royal Father,but d (ent for 
Gaveſton, made him Earl of Comwell, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
and gave up the Reinsof his Government to be wholly ma 
by the faid Peirce Gaveſton,after whoſe Tragical Fall ——_ re- 
_ to be «> j governed by the ici wo- 
fu of the two Spencer: and their Accomplices, of whole 
» "Power, their Baniſhment of the Queen and Prince 
Ed. 3.) their cutting off and murthering fo many 
Men, and eſpecially Thowas Earl of Lancaſter the 
King's Unckle, (whom E. 1. upon his Death had 'd his Son, 
a ot averet ) their villanous totally to the 
Rozal, and other their borrible ions, Oppreſſns, 
an 


Walfinghaw, ol, gz. 


| 
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= _ eNliſchiefs, as Traitowrs and Enermies to the King 
calm, as the Records and Hiftorians of thoſe times witnefs ; Knighcoo Col. 
nega voor > Kingdom in the Parliament Dugdal * 
1 Ed. 3. which (a other things) tells us, That Ed. 2. no- giuam 
thine bd ar mnt ch 6 homme and their Party coun- 
ſelled him, were it never ſo great Wrong 
nb ent wh 2. in his Parliament, Au#o 19, before 
EW rags Son and Succeſſor, Ed. 3. in the firſt 
Tixr of Reign, De Aﬀenſu Prelatorum, Comvitins, Baronum & viz. Come co. 
totizs Communitatir 'Kegni in Parliaments. By the Conſemt both 12m Domino Rege 
of the Lords and Commons, did by his Charter in that Parliament 90 Enos Term. 
grant and confirms, as a perpetual Law, for him and his Heirs #. 3- pene+ Came- 
foz ever, Thar nce In Bagna Charta de Libertatibus Angliz, 2,2 


it was contained, That the City of London flo ſhould heve and enjoy 
Omnes Libertates ſuas antiquas & Conſuerudines ſuas, All their 
Ancient Liberties and ( Ard becauſe the ( Citizens had 
at the time of the 


Regis: & C ſoris & Willielori C 
ah anus. prin err 
Williaw the Conqueror, and other the Progemitors 


3 
Charter, =» —_ 
WO Edna 


quam Sm 

et, wr confirmed to the (news their Feder cad Swcceſſors, 
tht they ould joy their Liberties and Cuſtoms which they nat 

by the Charters of thoſe his aid _— but which 
EET 
thoſe ies 
froeintin hen Ee 
obſe a preceding 5 contrary to Magna Char- 
ta : therefore both the King, and the Lords and Common: did 
ſet a Brand upon ſuch illegal Proceedings, and « Aondumrra 
Ad did publickly condemn them as the 
like in mays of frndgn (ot of lofarny upon the 
Names of Henry de Stanton a his Fellow-Juſtices, ds 
£no Warranto i 14 B42. refusd to do the City 

And further, by the ſame A , it was Enadfed, That ,, 4,9 Ny: 

the Liberty of the (aid City ſhould not be taken intothe Hevds of funeve adicio 


Ed :ard Third,or his Heirs, for any Perſonal Treſpaſi or Judg- nal allcujus 

went of Pinter of the ſaid City; Nor that a Cuſtos SOLIDS 

be ſet over the faid Cit bertas Civiratis i 
where 


'7 . ron = 
And when Richard the Second ( that unfortunate Prince ) 
endeavour'd to ſhake the Antient Government of the 
alſo of the whole Kingdom; for his unlucky Flatterers had 
' tmpogd upon his Underftandang,that bis folemn Goron 
he was boundto govern h 


A ENTS 


| 
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ot, Pail. 82 #- mn » & , ſolus m CO 
| ods mak _—_— "ua my s w=_ kw Payerg his 


"Breaſt, and that he had ſuch a Prerogative that he could wake 
and «c Laws when he pleaſed. 

The Commons confideriog the high g_o—_—_ which 
would unavoidably affe&t the whole Kingdom by the Irvaſion 
; of the Liberties of the City, they preſently rook the Alarms, and 

thereupon petitiond the King. 
| Jones Rep. /:240, That for the greater 2wiet and maintenance of Peace between 
| E Romlo 14:15" his Leige People and for common Profit, his Citizens of his City of 
| _ men ze felt. London ſhould be in the then preſent Parliament entirely reſtor'd 
| omnium Gan®. RR5- tg their Franchiſes and free Ulages : And that it might pleaſe his 
| Richar, lecund. Pl moſt Dread Highneſs of bis ſpecial Grace to grant and confirm 
| onqueſt. 9* N. 37 ng |; 4 
| Ircm privnt les Co- tc his ſaid Citizens, and their Succeſlors, by his Letters Patents, 
| nl (9s Srgreines all their Liberties and free Ut; as entirely and fully as they, 
(p65 095 ry Nadle Prognters, wit the Claſeof Lie! of now fur el auf 
| * Que ves Clals Hors, WI v cet uſt mon 
v1 & Cires de Lon. fuerint ;, as alſo with the, Frarchiſes which enjojed Fenty 
| if mere wy moſt Graciow Grant or Confirmation, notwiltanding any Statures, 
\ | | ment reſtiruz a eur, TUDKMEntS given, Ordinances or Charters late made or granted 
| Hwy ef. to the contrary, as well in the time of any of his ſaid Progeni- 
vole eres dont Sig- tOrs, as in his own Reign : Becauſe th: Reſtraint of their Liberties 
niory develtre gra® and Frank Oſages had ſeveral ways before that time empaired and 
gy Sous dir put back their Eſtates, and was not available to the common Pro- 
Citeins & ray po fit of the Realm ;, and that all the Vimtners and Vi@ualers, as well 
En iow > and others with their Viduals, coming to his ſaid 


Liberiees & Frarck. City, ſhould be from thenceforward under the wie and Gover- 
Ulages aun; ons nance of the Mayor and Aldermen of the aforeſaid City for the 


merit & pleinement 


come ils ou 1:u1$ time being, as axciently they were wart to be, And further to 
——_ — h_ no May of t the ſaid City for the future ſhould take, 


ent en temps d'aucu- 


ne des voz trexnobles nor be conſtrained to take, in his Court of _—_— any other 
Progenitourts ue. Oath, but only the ancient Oath uſed in the time of King Edward 


claulc, de lover ſt 


xeon fuerint vel abuf6 his moſt Noble Grandfather ( whom God abſolve ) any Sta- 

fmerint , enlemble- ute or Ordinance to the contrary thereof made notwith- 
| cniſes = ont en ſtandin » To which the anſwered, | De aſſenſu "Prelato- 

F _ pen cm Fnorum, Magnatum ſibi m codem *Par- 

10 Snficmenctn, nicne Hammento aſſeſtentines, Le Bop, le Uoet, So it pleaſeth the 
{ | cunitre ſteautz au- King. 
[1 6 cuns eftatuz - 
mcnes renduz Ordi- 
nances, ou Charters fairs ou grares einz ces heures a contrarie fi bien en remps davons de vor dites Progenitors 
come en le vie, iſhnt come le reftreint de leur Libertces & Franks Uſages ad en pluſours maneres accaunt ces 
h. urcs empirez 82arreriz, I'cſtate de eux, & 1iens value a\come profit du Roilme, & que tovz les vins & Virailleas 
fi bien ny come auters ove Jours Vitailles venantz a voſtre dite Citee foient defore enaunt deſour le - 
nail & renle del' Mair & Aldermannes de la Citee avant dic pur les eſteantz, come auncienement (0 
eſtre & —_— nul Mair de la dite Citee defore\enavant, ne fait ne ſoit conſtreint de faire en veſtre 
Eſchequer tres e (eigneury nailleurs autre ſerement, mais ſolment launcien ſcrement uſe en temps le Roy 
Edward velire tres nobleaies ( qui Dicux affoil ) aucun e ou Ordinance au contrarie me ks non 
obſtantz. || +4, Cart, C . Civibus . 2. & [sb. H. in Archivis Lond, fol. 16g. 


|| Rt. Kalghton _ denihSag which, a ſad Convulſion fell upon the 
Si8 ao 1-7: kngham, City of LON DON in the ſixteenth Tear of that King, the occe- 
| fol. 347- ſion of it was this : That King having ſent to the City of Londgn 
| | to borrow 10004, and they , a certain Lamwbard or 
Banker 
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Banker undertook to lend the ſame, he having other People's 
Mony 1n his Hands, and lending it without their conſent, they f«ll 
_ him, and ſo beat him, that it een. colt him his Life. The 

ing hearing this was extreamly exraged, and forthwith ſutrmon- 
ing a great Council of Peers at Nottingham, ( not a ſfanding P2- een __ pe- 
by Council ) he acquaints them with the matter, and they ad- 0, 
viſed him preſently to curb the haughty Infolence of the Citizens, Civivus yroprer di- 
and one of their principal _ was, becauſe they were great j® cauſes Contu- 
F avonrers and Enconragers of the Lollards, ( ſuch as we now 
call P2oteſtants ). 


Hereupon the Major and Sheriffs with ſeveral of the Alder- - 
men were committed to the Caſtle of Windſor, and the reſt to orher 
Caſtles, till the King ſhould otherwiſe by his ſaty Council de+ 


termine. 


And in that Great Council it was Decreed, that a Cuſftos Domi-i Tempora- 
ſhould be ſet over the City : Shortly after another Great Council of Rept cuntti & 
Peers met at Windſor, where were the Temporal Lords of the nec non exercieus ta. 
whole Kingdow, and almoit all the Do 2. wear a 
drawn together as might juſtly put the Londoners into Terror and etc. _ 
Conſternation : And here it was deſigned to blot the Mame of a , ©"=* © ©=io 
Citizen from under Þeaven. But this was fruſtrated by the Duke 1Londinenſes ergo in 
of Lancaſter, and the Londoners, when they ſaw there way no woe ——_ yr 
way left for them to make their legal! Defence, reſolved rebs ſic ENED 
' —_ rather to ſubavit themiclves to the King's Mercy than <2dem & malleum, 

nd to the Verdi and Judgment of twelve Men, to be ſummon- © on eee locus 
ed ro paſs upon them after the new way of proceeding by the Decreverunt ſe po- 
Statmte of 28 E. 3. cap. 10. and therefore they voluntarily gave (us ſubminere Regis 
the King 10000 L. ns ſo were reſtored to their antient Liberties cumbere veridifto 
and Cuſtoms, vel judicio duodenar, 


_ Henry ts "__ EW on to —— this 
oteeding againſt the City ? | m ( the 
like —_—_ happened from that i to this tern —_ 
290 Years ago ) ſo ſtartled all other Cities and © Burroughs of the 
Kingdom, that we find the care of ſucceeding *Parliawents was 
very memorable as to this *Point in the Reigns of Her. 4. Hen. 5. 
and Her. 6. and that in the firſt Article imes before, and 
ſometimes after the Cor on of the Rights, Liberties, Fran- 
chiſes, and Cuſtoms of Holy Church, the two great Charters, and 
thoſe of the Lords and Commons ;, the Cities and * Borroughs were 
always (are to be remembred by them, ons may take norice, if 
you pleaſe to conſult theſe, Statutes, 4 Hem. 4. cap. 1. 7 Hen. 4. 
cap. 1. 9 Hem. 4. cap. 1. 7 Hen. 5. cap. 1. and 2 He. 6. cap. 1. 
I will give you the them at large, the others are in effe&t 
bur repetitions of the ſame, and therefore I ſhall only refer you 
to them for a further Confirmation. 


E "> 
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4 Hen. 4. cap.1. A Confirmation of the Liberties of the Church, and of all 
Corporations and Perſons. 


: Irſt, That Holy Church have all her Liberties and Franchiſes, 
KeebIc'> Star, f. 195- and that the / Ae Spiritxal and Temporal, and all the Cities, 
Buroughs and Towng Franchiſe, have and enjoy a ter 
Liberties and Franchiſes which they have had of the Grant of the 
'Progenitors of our ſaid Lord the King, Kings of England, and of 
the Confirmation of the ſame our Lord the King, and that the great 
(tarter, and the Charter of the Foreſt, and all the good Ordinances 
and Statutes made in the time of our ſaid Lord the King, and in 
the time of his *Progenitors, not repealed, be firmly holden and kepr. 
And for the Honowr of Charta, 1 will conclude this 
Head with an A& of Parliament thus ( cited by Mr. Petyt ), viz. 


ar, Perrt's 4s. Chat valiant and great Pzince Edw. 4. after the overthzow 
_—_—— of his Enemtes, and peaceful Poſſeſſion of the Crown, asſiey 
141-64, f103 with the Judges of England, Arch-Biſhops, Abbots, P2iozs, 
Ror. Parl. 12 £44, hiS Dukes, Earls, Uiſcounts, and Barons, with the Great 
5 all xai+ 1+.** Den, 02 Knights of the Counties, and Commons in ſuil Par. 
liament, hath left this recowed to Poſterity ; They call this 
Great Charter the Laudable Stature of Magna Charta, which 
Statite was made fo2 the great Wealth of this Land ; Cipon 
which Magna Charta, the great Sentence and Apoſtolick Curſe 

by a great number of Biſhops was | 
ſame Sentence 


upon 
Pillars LIBERTY and 
thoſe two bzazen ones called Booz 
of Solomon, upheld the tot- 
our ancient Government, though 
A Charter E & Redem —_ with 
mpta »purc and reveemed 

\ 1 ceface ts Cool's voſt Treaſure of the Nation, aup the Effuſion of a Sca of 
Moor 's m_ fol, Chriſtian Blood : A and eſtabliſhed with fearful 
Mo 09.42, Execrations and terrible Curſes againſt the Infringers and 


Almighty God, given to 
Thus far Mr. *Peryr. 


a 


of the City of LON DON. is 
From all which 'tis plain, that b ſcription 
WE Boman eqn 7 P A 
N don 4m and Copporati d had - 3 Ir (it, f. 256, 
Franchiſes, Liberties Lar Coos. aroma 7 ; 


2. That thoſe Franchiſes, Liberties and Cuſtoms out-lived the 
Roman "Power, and deſcended to ſucceeding Generations. 

3. That they flowriſbed under the Saxon Government. And, 

4. Were ratified and confirmed by Parliament held in the 
Reign of William the Fa 

5. They were con in Parhament by the Bagna Charta's 
of William 1. Hen. Ting Stephen, rg King Jobr, Hen, 3. 
and Edw. 1. and by particular A&s of Parliament of Ed. 2. Ed.2, 
and Rich. 2. and by the general Aids of Parliament of Hen. 4, 
Hen. 5. Hen.5. and E4.4. and that which is of no ſmall concern, 


is 

The "Nights and *Priviledges of the City of London are ren- 
dred inviolable by the General Coronation Oaths of the Saron 
Kings, by the ſoſcxwn Oath of William the firſk, and by the pac- 
ticular Coronation Oaths of William the Second, Henry the firſt, 
King Stephen, Richard the firſt, King Jobn, Henry the third, and 
Edw. the firſt, and all ſucceeding Kings down to this day. 


I ſhall »& give you the trouble of the ſeveral Oaths at large, 
but only recite to you regs Yurvs "c makes to my point, refer- 
Books 


ring you for the rei# to - from whence I col/e# them. 
To begin with the Oath of the Saron Kings, which they 7% 044 of the 
took at their Coronation. ; Se Ss mag. 


It was, That they won'd praceably govern the Church and the 7. 5: 
People of their Kingdom, and would foybid al Jnjuſtice to all Oy PovBeeniim acne 
ders of Yen, and that in all Judgments Fuſtice and Mercy ſbould pulum Chrittianum 


be mingled together. vera Pace fruiturums 
omnemyz iniquira- 
tem omnibus ordinibus inter dicturum & mandaturum in omnibus Judiciis Juſtitian & Miſerecordiam, 


William the Conqueror's Oath juſt before he was crowned, 
was, 


That be would govern all his Subjes with that prudent Care as  Tromife & velle 
became a good King 3 Enal?, and — po 


keep Right Latv, and bi fabjcAes jul x 
would interdict to the wtwoit of his Power, all falſe Judgments, and evo _ _ 
that he would govern both the Engliſh and the French by the Gawere & rencre, 
ſame Equality of Law, without reſpect 10 ether, as letedicere ts: 
ved pars prima fol. 28. |. 14. Quod fe modeſte erga ſubj-tos ageret, & zquo jure Anglos qu6 Francos 
traftaiet. Malmerh, lb, 3. fol. 154, 5. lan. 6. 


William the Second ( in die Coronationis ſue ) upon his Co- C=pittam per fe 
ronation, as well by hi as by all thoſe whom he could get porerar fide Sacra 
to peſs their Faith for him, promiſed by Dath to Leanfrank , Arch- — 
biſhop of Canterbury (i he might be King ) that he would :quitatem & Miſeri- 
obſerve Jſtice, Equity and Mercy throughout his whole Kingdom, —_— gn 
ret, in omni obſervaturum, Pacem, Liberracem, ſecuricat, Ecclefiarum contra omnes detenſurum. E44mer- 
lb. 1.fol.ts Fl. and 


-— * - — OO __ _— 
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ad that be would ftand »p in the Defence of the Peace, Liberty 
and Security of the Church againſt all Men. 

Rn & fanftas Henry the Firſt upon his Coronation-day (woze before the 
om-i Populo Legs Clergp and People, that he would keep the good and ſacred 
fe fervarur. & omnes 4 108, and all bis People ſhould have the benefit of them, that through- 
Opp cſhoncs & ini- gh . : 
qQuitate» quz {ub fra- owt all bis Dominion be would forbid all manner of Oppreſſions and 
tne ſuo emc1ſcrant Injuſtice, into which the Nation was ſunk in his ' Brother's Reien, 


m omni ſua Domi- 


nt, 1am in Ecclefiis as well in matters belonging to the Church, 4s in thoſe that were 
quam in $ccul21bu* Coratar, ard all theſe things he further coxobonated wnder Lis own 


negutiis prohibitu- 

rum & ſubvertirum, Hand and Seal. 

Jp ſpurderat i ZC om- ; 

nia qui is- jurandi intcrjeRione firmata ſub monimento Litterarum fig,'vi Teltimonio roboraturum, E4./mer. 1b, 3. 
fol. 55. bn 44. 


Omnes E-ati King Stepher, as you may find under his Seal and Charter, 


ns Miſchingas & 


Inj tirias tive ocr Conce[ſat E* juramento vovit, *(wore utterly to extirpate all Ex- 
Vice Comte vl a- © ations, Muzkennings, and Injyſtices illegally introduced either 


indadins fdirin ex * by Sheriffs or any other whomſoever 3; That he would obſcrve 


tirpo, bonas Leges * Himſelf, at1d command and cauſe to be obſerved the good and 
Confcrudinis in * ANCIENt Laws and fuſt Cuſtoms, in Murders, Pleas, and other 
Murdris & Plitis & * Cauſes. 


alii* Cauſis obſer-2- = Richard the Firſt, the Dath he took at the high Altar in Veſt- 


re vel obſervari prz- 


cipiv & conltiruo. minſter- Abby is thus Regiſtred in * Brompton : © He (wore and 
FL an ly * vowed upon the boly | In and the Reliques of ſeveral 
plurimor.m ings. © Saints, that he . would execute upright Juſtice to his 


rum Retiquilscoram © committed to his care, and that he would abrogate and dilannul 
i germ «cer. * all Evil Laws and wrongful Cuſtoms, if there ſhould be any 


<ebir in Populo bi © found within his, Kingdom, and that he would obſerve and 
ommi c Ee Ju- 

_— _ lege « maintain thoſe that were good and laudable. 

malas & Conſuc:u- 

Cines perverſas fi aliquz fint in Regno ſuo delebir & bonas cuſiodier. Bromp, 1158, lin. 53. Vid. Mart, Parls 


0% lin 39 
17480 * Henry the Third (wo2e, That he would likewiſe, ſee that up- 
Quodin Popnlofi- © 59ht Juſtice ſhould be adminiſtred to his People commuted to 


bi commifſo 1etam 


Juſtitiam tenebir, © his Charge, and that he would aboliſh and extirpate all bay 
quodgz Leges malas © 1nd wicked Laws and Cuſtoms if there ſhould be any tound 


& ini Conſur- w4+ . . Þ 
rudinc 6 que Gn in * within his _—_ and obſerve the good, and caule all 
R.igno ſuo delcbir C them 

Re eee & EN Elle to Obſerve and keep 

ab omnibus facier 


obſervari, Mar.Pars Edward the Firſt, his Coronation Dath was thus © — Ego 


8 av Filius « © Edwardws Filine & Heres Henrici Regis, $&c. | Edward, the 


Hercs Henuici Reg. * Son and Heir of King Hemry, do profeſs, declare and promiſe 
profitcor,confiteor & «© Before God and his Angels, That from henceforth I will exe- 


Rm coram Deo 


angelis ejus amo- * Cute Law, Juſtice and Peace to the Holy Church of God, and 
do « drincaps L<-* to the People over whom I have the Charge, without any 
Po er Deite. * reſet, as We ſhall be able to difer with the Advice of our 
cielix Populoqz mi- * JJarliament 3 and allo to the Prieſts of God's Holy Church, 
Ee Geer * Will Exhibit, and pay all befitting and canonical Honour, and 
cum Confilio Fideli- * 1nyiolably preſerve whatſoever hath been conferr'd upon the 
ns mo * Church by Emperors and Kings committed to them, as alſo to 
em DeltenY rom canonic, Honorem exhibere = ab Imperatoribus & Regib"s bccleſis fibi commiſlis 


collata ſunt inviolabile conſervare, Abbatibus & Vaſt inis congruum honorem ſecundum Fidelium no(tro«. 
rum, &c, ficur Deus me adjuver & facra Dei Evangelia cxtera defiderant. Cam, brit. Annal, Hybern, f.,800. 


the 
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« the Abbots and boly Veſſs-a becoming! Hbriour!agcordi 


| * to our Counſcllours, &c. So God me a 9 tix baly'Goſpel 
| The reſt of the Oath is wanting, but much defired, 


I (hall give you the next Dath at full length, and it is that 
| of Edward the Segond. + © MAIY 


| .$ I R EF*. + \ Y ol ee E3 
Voulez, vows granter © garder '&+ þ«  poſire \ſerment* confirmer Rot. Claul. 1 E, 
| au People I Exeketerre les _ & Lt bj eux graktees, —_—_———— — 
| les anciens Roys d'Engleterre voz Predeceſſours droitz, &- devontes 
a Dien &- nomement les Leys les _ .G&- les Franchiſes grantez 
au Clergie & au People par le glorieus Roy Seint Edward voſtre 
Predeceſſour. | 


"i 


Reſponſio Regis, Jeo les grant &- promet. 


Fpiſcopws, Sire, Garderez, vouz, 2 Diex &- Seint . Beliſe; an 
Clergie, & au People *Pees, &+ accord. en Dieu entirement ſolonc. 
voſtre poer. | 


Reſponſio Regis, Feo les Garderai. 


Epiſcopw, Sire, Freez vous en toutz voz Jugements ovele © droit 
Jujtice &- diſcretion en Meſericord; & Vert 5 veſtre Poer. 


Reſponſio Regis, Jeo les frai. 
Fpiſcopms, Sire, Gramerez/pouz, & tenir &- gardir les Leys &- les 


Cuſtumes droitereles les quels la Communalte de voſtre Roianme avera 
efleus & les defenderez &- afforcerez, al boneur de Dieu 4 voſtre 
_ Poer. 


TY i 


Reſponſio, Jeo les grant &- promette. ke 


Tis true, this is'the firſt Coronation Oath that I meet with wpon + - 
Record, formally entred ;, yet | doubt not, \had'the Records of 
former K img been preſerved and left to Poiterity, but we ſhould 
have found them much what the. ſame with'this. The Monkiſb 
Writers, as in this King's Coronation, (© in others precedent, give 
only ry Arcount of therti, more Hiſtorito.” "Udi 

tid as this Oath is the firſt rompleat one" I meet with, fo for 
fear leaſt al/ may not underſtand it, as it is in its Original Language, 
I will take the pains to give it them in Engliſh, OW 


© Sire, Will you (grant and keep, and! Emtonen 


« firrh to the People of England," the Laws 
© pramted by the ancient Kings land; yolt lawful and thli- 


* vious Predeceſlors, and namely the Laws, Cuſtoms, ad Frah- 
— 


—_ — D— 
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the and to the P he glori- 
ene nlg gue rs 


The King's Anſwer. 
I grant, and promiſe to keep them. 


cering wh Sire, Will you keep "Peace and Agrement entirely 
ding ear Pave bt 1 Gd the Holy Church, the Clergy, 
f 


The King's Anſwer. 
I will keep it. 


The "Biſhop. Sire, Will you, ts your Power, cauſe Law, Juſtice, 
ans Ds ts Bn Mo tnm ay ye 


Judgevents ? 
The King's Anſwer. 
I will. 

The er wh trend the Laws, 
and rig filCafloms! whie the Commonalty of your K ingdom have, 
paar OT wphold them to the Hononr of God þo much as 
in you lies f 

The King's Anſiver. 
I grant and promiſe ſo to do. 

And this done, the King ſwore to the Obſervation of what he 
Promiſed upon the Altar. 


In Ret, Clauf,r As tothe Oath of Edward the 3d, Son and Succeſſor of Ed- 
— -- pa werd the 2d, it is entred likewiſe in Freach in the like Form. 


Richard the Second, his Coronation-Oath. 


As to that partniar which conemem this Point, is this : * That 
Bodver: | wy np es religi hs Fn ey men Fo Cuſtoms 
SIDTEED 

to the om 
, ak er reel Laws, Cuſtoms, and Liberties 
ranted by the moſt -—_ and molt holp King Edward to 


e the aforeſaid But the 
| ME of thr chal Ki the "Parliament 

of 1 I  I6, 17. 
eos Confurrudines, & [iberrates a gloriofifitto & ſanifſimo Rege, Edwards Clero, Po- 
Which 
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Which form agrees with that of Edward the Second, and Ed- 
ward the Third, and the like form as to ſubſtance hath been ob- 
ſerved even down to onr time by all ſucceding Kings. 

Now to imagine that after ſo mnch Treaſure paid to the Crown 
by the Citizers of London for their Liberties ; after ſo Confir- 
mations of them by the Charters of ſos meny Kings of England: 
and thoſe backd with ſo -rany AG: of Parliament ; and all further 

gthened and corroborated by the Cownation-Daths of al 
theſe Kings : To imagine I ſay, after all this, that ſo Antiert and 
Famows a City a: London can be deſtroyed and axnibilated in two 
or three Terms, after ſo many Centuries of Years by any Power leſ 
than that of "Parliament, and become a common Vill as Iſling- 
torr, &c. is (o ſtrange a piece of Extravagance, that I wonder how 
it can-ever meet with a favourable Entertainment in the Mind of 
any, that will give themſelves the liberty but of half an hour's 
ſeriow Conſideration upon the matter ; For I dare be bold to 
| «ffirw, that there cannot any ſuch Preſident be found, not only, 
I fay againſt the Rights of this Renowned City of London, but of 
any other City, or Town Corporate, or other body Pohtick in all 

Records, Hiſtories, or Law-books to this inſtaxs of time. 


CI ee 


I ſhall now proceed to acquaint you with the Statwte of the 
of of King Fames, and the Petition of '(ight, and give you 
ome few Obſervations deduced from them, and fo upon the 
whole leave every Man to think, or ad, as his Judgment, Ho- 
wour, Loyalty, and (onſcience (hall belt dire# and influence him. 


| It was the Solemn Declaration of King Jawes, and that con- 


firm'd by the greateſt Authority of the Kingdom, himſelf being 
preſent in Parliament. 


* That to alter or innovate the fundamental and antient part.geaz. i Fae. c.; 
* Laws, Priviledges, and good Cuſtoms of this 
* wereby not only the Royal Authority, but the People's ſecu- 
* rity of Lands, Livings, and Priv! both in 
*ral and particular are preſerved maintained : - He 
* ſaid, To alter them, it was impoſlible, but that preſent 
* Confuſion ſhould fall upon the whole State and Frame of 
* this Kingdom. 


And in the Declaration of divers Re bts and "Priviledges of Pit of Xighr, 
the People in the third Year of King Larle the Firſt, that glo- * 

riow Martyr ; It is declared, * That the Subjetts to be 
, _——— Laws and free Cuſtoms of the 

* that NO 


to 
| © the Laws and Statutes of this Realm 3 and rhar all 1 
| * Officers and Miniſters ſhould ſerve him according to 
* and Statutes of the Realw, as they tendred the 

* Majeſty, and the Proſperity of his Kingdom. 


20 The Rights and P2iviledges 


And thus bave we in ſhort, ſeen the Force and Power of 
the ſacred Coronation-Oaths both - rv cy Norman and 
Engliſb Kings, and deliver'd the greay Judgment of King James, 
__ <> preſent Majeſty's molt Bleſked Facher, That . Cha are 
fundamental and ancient Laws and Cufoms of che Kingdom, 
whereby both the Roza! Aurhority, aud the People's Sccurity 
of their Lives and Eſtates,, both m general and particular, have 
becu preſerved and maintained, which whenſoever invaded, it 
was impollible but that a dreadful Deſolation ſhould fall upon 


the whole Kingdom. | 
Thus have we. ſeen that the Subje&s of Exgland ought to be 
governed by the Laws and free Cuſtoms and that aff the 


King's Marifters an_ to make the Laws and Statwtes of the 
Kealp the meaſure; of their AGjons, and if they do contrary to 
them, they are not to be exem from due Puniſbments ; 
and that theſe are fundamental - Prizciples of the Engliſh Mo- 
narchy, I ſhall beg the Reader's Favour to preſent him with 


ſome tew Inſtances. 
The Lawyers ſay, and that moſt juſtly, That he Law of Kng- 
land is upon Reaſon : We have had many Kings endow- 


; ed with excellent Science, but ( as my Lord Cook ſays of King 
cores 12ReP-f-65- Fames ) * Not learned in the Laws of the Realm of England 5 
* and Cauſes which concern the Life, or Inheritance, or Goods, 
© or Fortunes of the Subje&, they are not to be decided by 
* Natural Reaſon, but by the Artificial Reaſon and ] nt 
* of Law, which Law is an AQ which requires long Study and 
© Experience before that a Man can attain to the Cognizance 
© of it, and the Law is the golden Met-wand and Meaſure to 
*try the Cauſcs of the Subjetts, and which protetts the King 
* in Safcty and Peace. 


(a) Le Rci neſer- From this Conſederation proceeds the Rule of Law, (a) That 
ra conchde « - toe King in ng, ſball wet be concluded to ſbew or to jay the 
—_— po TIrmh, but 'p Law judges him very often 10 be deceived. 

a ly yi f + 
tolt, Gefire deceive > 1 X $4 k 
Cook's 1 Rep. 43 4 (b) The King can do no Wrong, neither will tis Prerogative 
wi = —_— _ be any Warrant to Him to do any Injury ro another. 
ative wort" efire | | | 


©. un garrunrle 2 boi de faſr inju ie al autre, Aliumpeed s Caſe. 1 Rep. f.44.4. Vid. Ford. Com, F. 247 


Eitle dutie de Sub- © ft being the d ry of Subjefts to ſeg that the King be trul 
a Mt wy bh the Charge of the Fublick-Weal, and 
enfuan ce, Car le Roy therefore be cannot attend his private Buſineſks, and the Grants 
Rant & tu; that he makes, be gakes as King, and therefore as King, he 
ceo ne pore Encnd. £0 HE  inſtrudted thay his Purpoſe and Latent ſhould take | 

| partoo:terve_ Reb i] doir ctire iſſiae inifiraſi+ que (on purple & 


& \cs gr ants que lair, U Git came Rel & 
intent, prendra effect. Coy's 1 Rep. fol. $2. 4, 


; 


It 
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tar, Principem eſſe ignoramtem, are of no force, as to thoſe things 


gonad orura) pee FF nc and therefore 
| . © the Courts of Weſtminſter-Hab, 
ſolemnly made and ratified, when it appears that the King was 
| deceived in Law, have adjudged them to be void : And in the 
| yt H.8. in Parhament, when the Biſhops of Salis- 
| 


and Worceſter, being two Foreigners, were deprived of | 
en hater it was declared by A& of Parliament, That =_— 
the King having no Knowledg nor other due Information or [n- 
ſtruction of the Statute of Proviſers, had, contrary to thoſe Sta- 


| tutes, nominated and Lawrence Campegizs and one 
Hierome 10 thoſe Sees. 
| In the Meſſage ſent by Ed. 6. and his Council, to the Rebels Fox's Martyrel. z 


| in Devo»ſbire, The Council tell them that the fix Articles were +? 65%. » ©, 
| taken away by Parliament ; * Dare then, ſay they, any of you 

* with the name ofa Subje@, ſtand againſt an A of Parliament, 

* a Law of the whole Realm? What is our Power, if Laws 

| © ſhould be thus neglefted 3 yea, what is your Surety, if Laws 

* be not kept ? 


Stephen Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter, in his Letter to the 14-in codem roluw; 
Lord Proteftor, the Duke of Soarerſet, in Edw. 6. time, writes /*** * 
thus : * Now whether the King may command againſt an At of 
* Parliament, and what danger they may fall in that break a 
| * Law with the King's Conſent, I dare fay, no Man alive at this 
| * day hath had more experience, what the Judges and Lawyers 
| © have ſaid, than I. 


SG T_T 5 — 
who obtained his Legacy by our late Soveraign Lord's Requeſt 
at 'Rome, and in his Sight and Knowledg occupied the fame 
with his two Croſſes and Maces born before him many Years, 
yet becauſe it was againſt the Laws of the Realm, the Judges 
concluded the Offence of the *Preunmnire. 


For which when he was indicted in the King's Bench, though Dr. Burner", te. 
he pleaded his 1 nce of the Statute of Premwnire, yet that [9 * Vol. fol. v0, 
would not help be, but he was forced to ſubmit himſelf to the For vel. 2, wl,x5; 
Law, whereupon it was declared in a great Council convened «+ 
at Windſor by all the Lords, and other the King's Council, that 
he was out of the King's Proteftion, that he had forfeited his 
Goods and Chattels, and that his Perſon might be ſeized on. 


And notwithſtanding his Allowance made by the King of his 
Legantine Power, to which the whole Clergy of England, 
G knowing 


oO A UE A GA <> a 4 Ds 
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Dy. Burnet's 1 Fol. 
fol, 112, 113- Anne. 
1531 3oH.8. 


Hom, Afvtrer of 


Faſftece, p. 239, 240» 
241, 243, 244- 
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knowing the King's declared Pleaſure therein, ſubmitted ; yer 
they were all indicted in a *Preawnire 10 the King's Bench, for 
that Submiſſion, though by the King's Conſent, to the illegal 
Power of the Legate, and thereby breaking the Statutes againſt 
ht yn or 'Proviſer: : may, it _ in the Rolls that ſeve- 


Commiſhons were granted the Great Seal in Sup- 
portation of that Authority, but all in vain : The King could 
do no wrong, be was miſconufant of the Law, nor had he 
power of himſelf to alter, ſuſpend, or repeal it, and therefore it 
was in vain for the Clergy to pretend it was a publick and an 
allowed Error, and that the King had not only connived at the 
Cardinal's Proceedings, but had made him all the while bis chief 
Miniſter, that therefore they were excuſable in ſubmitting to an 
Authority to which the King gave ſo great Incouragement, and 
that if they had done otherwiſe, they had been unavoidably rui- 
ned. But it was anſwered, that the Laws were ſtill in force, and 
that ' their Ignorance could not excuſe them, fince they tto 
have known the Law ; yet ſince the Violation of it was ſo publick, 
tho the Court proceedcd to a Sentence that they were all out of 
the King's Protettion, and were liable to the Pains in the Statute, 
the King was willing upon a reaſonable Compoſition, and a full 
ſubmiſhon, to Pardon them : but before that was done, they were 
forced in the Convocation to acknowledg theKing Supream Head 
of the Church, and the Province of Cartrrimry ro pay 100c00 Lf 
in licu of all Pupiſhments which they had inct.rred by going a- 
gain(t the Statutes of Proviſors, and the Province of Tork 18840 {. 
with another Submiſtion of the fame nature, and tw 114 v had 
a general Pardon confirmed by A& of Parliament. 


From all which, it may be obſerved how careful the twog s 
Miniſters ought to be in preſerving and keeping inviolabls the 
ſacred Coronation-Oaths of their Princes, with which by Law 
they are in a ſpecial manner intruſted ; and when they have 
a get y > - of their own Oath and Office, it is the Happi- 

and Safety of both Prince and » that in all Ages 
there hath ſtill been a Conrt Soveraign to call them to a ſtrict and 
ſevere Account, and to make them memorable Examples, not 
only to the preſent, but to all fwtwre Generations. 


I ſhall paſs over the Paniſbment upon the Fuſtices in King 
Alfred's txme ( which you may read at your Jeafure in the 

ror of Juſtice ) and (hall come to the wearer Times of our 
own Norman and Engliſh King's and I'll begia with, 


1. One Ralph Flamberd in the Reign of William the Second, 
who wasa Man of a mean Extraion, being the Son of Twrftin, 
a common ſecular Prieſt of Bayow in France, who by infamous 
Flattery and crafty Accuſations, himſelf advanced to the 
Bihopaick of Durhaw, Treaſurer of England, and Pamier BYt- 
niſter of State, of whoſe execrable Villanies both — 

| 9 


, | 
' 
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Ordericw Vitali, and Matthew Paris, give a large Account Malmerb. /of. 83. 
( ro whom becauſe 1 defign brevity, I will hes Reader ) —_—_ Parts. /4. — | 
at laſt this Fla#»bard, ad omne ſrelus paratus, a Man dextrous | 
in all Wickedneſs and Villany, was in Parliament 1 Her. t. fp Pal. 2 #4. 1. Conn | 
peached, and by the Common Council of Exgflnd committed to » apts xamng _ | 
the Tower, from whence Cuſtodibas ſiris pecunia corruptis, by cor- | 
rupting his _ he (lipe Coller, made his Eſcape and fled 
into andy. 


| 2. Henricus de © Buthoniz in the 24 H. 3. was one of the Juſti- 


$14, $20. 


wſtictar committed to him, and that by on. er luntarius adeo tur- 
Inclination he was, right or wrong, ſo gaping after * Bribery and wander 
Corruption, that in one NY of a Circxit it was reported bat, us in una (ola 
he appropriated to himſelf above 200 powhds worth of Land, \inaarone pan, ot 
( no mean Sum in that Age ) and the King reputans cauſam , 


hanc centas libracas ter 
crimen L:ſe Mijeſtatis, looking upon him for this no leſs than © prrorinnt 
guilty of bigh Treaſon, he was in the Parliament following im- 

peached at the Suit of the King, charging him among other 
things, that he was a Diſturber and an Aggrievor of the whole ,, \nPnen em 
Kingdom, and that he ftirr'd up the whole Parſitament 1 totum Regnum per- 
him, by reaſon w a general Sedition might very likely Warn armed 
that the King was fo d againſt him, that he openly decla- 2eravit, unde feet- 
red, Ut fiquis Henricum de "Barthonia occideret, quietus fit 3 morte nl 

jus, Of quietum eum proteſtor, that if any body would bur kill 

this Henry de Barthonia, he ſhould be di of his Death, 

and fecurd by the King ; but at laſt, pro millibus marca- 

rum, plene reconciliatus fuit, a good round Fine got his Pardon, 

and he was fully reconcild to the King, 


Abbe pa that was gi on ho Jodiciom reddl. 
ment Of 1 1, againſt t others ng; == we 
Miniſters for theic intolerable T»jwries and ———— ro Dom. Keg i 
both on Charch and State, contrary to the Great Charters ſo Paliamemo 18 Zr. 
many times purchaſed and red ated and to 

the Subjens by the ſeveral Daths of E4. r, Her. 3. and King 

Jobs, and corroborated by the dreadful thundring our of the 


wholſome — CN and not been afraid 
| iavpudently to ir own fooliſh 
| they were more fit to conſult about, and to preſerve the Gommon- 
Wealth, than dll the Eſtes of the Kingdaes afbmble 
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Ex Clron, ab An- they had troubled the Land, and diſturbed the Nation, grievouſly 
ws =; Any opprelled the People, and under pretence of expownding the ancient 
The Secwity of Eng- Laws had introduced new and evil Cuſtoms; fo that through the 

- Tinh Poner, Ignorance of (ome, and Partiality of others ( who either tor re- 
and Duty of the ward, or for fear of great Men had been engaged ) there was no 
Gant Jury 9 ,1"t; certainty in the Law,that they ſcorned to adwinilter Juſtice to the 
_ People ; they caſt into Priſon many of the _ faithful Sub- 

jects, like Slaves, for no real fault in the World ; where, with 
Grief, Hunger, or the exceſſive weight and burthen of their 
Chains, they died; they exterted at their Pleaſure infinite Sums 
So of Mony for their Ranſoms, by reaſon whereof they contracted 
the irreconcileable Hatred,and dreadful Imprecations of all Men, 
as if they had obtained ſuch an incommuricable Priviledge by the 
deteſtable Charter of Non obſtante, That they might at their own 
Luſt be free from all Laws both humane 4d divine 3; at laſt, not- 
bumetall ſome of them abſconded, yet by Judgment of Par- 


liament,all (except John Mettinghaw and Elias Beckingham, who 
are named for ther Honour ) were condemned, ſome to [mpri- 
ſonment, others to *Baniſhment, or Confiſcation of their Eſtates, 
and none eſcaped without grievows Fines, and the /oſs of their 
Offices. 


Cook's 3 Inſtit. 4. In the 24 E. 3. Sir William Thorpe, Chief Juſtice of the King's 
fl 1 Ano 24 BENcD, Was indided before the Juſtices of Ojer and Terminer, 
E. 4. p.3. m 2.dorſo. and found guilty, and afterwards the Judgment was confirmed in 


Rot, Par. 4%. 25+ £+ *Parliament, which was, That this Sir William having maliciouſly 
via predictus and falſely, and rebelliouſly, as nmch as in kim lay, broken the King's 
Williclmus de Thorp Oath which ke had the keeping of towards the People, he was ad- 


Do- , : - 
mini Regis quod er- Judged to be hang'Þ, but afterwards paying a great Fine to the 
ga Populam babuit King, he procurd his Pardon. 
cuſtodiendum fregit 
maliciosc, fabe, b&& — . , . 
rebellirdy in quantum in ipſo fuir,& ex cauſis ſupradiQis ver ipſum Willie'mum (ut przdiftum eſt) exprefic COL 
nitis /»ſpexdarur. Ex quod omnia Terra & Tenemeta, Bina & Cataila ſua Domino Regi remancant ſorwfact.: . 


5. The laſt Inſtance I ſhall give, is the Caſe of Sir a—_— 
Empſon, who was a Lawyer, and Privy-Counſelloww to Hen. 7. 
_ - £##- he was indicted in the firſt Year of King Henry the 81h, That he 
157,058. £ mot having the the Fear of God before his Eyes, but like a Child 
Drum pra Oculs js Tong wbtilly defegrin bog — J and m—_ 
Ut Filius Diabolicus, Of # e King, as aljot ro of buns Kingdom 

Ur ipſe magis Gi. 7 ; = that T might mk to kimfelf ud OO 
Super Regis adhiber, GFFAce and Jrer7p of ure Late y 7 wa be might be made a 
unde magnat, beri qreat Man and KOvern 7? whole ng England ac 
— aſe yo © bis fi and Pleat, falſely, deceitfully, he — 
cundum ejus Volun- verting the Law of England, of bis own covin and jubtile Inventi- 
= EET hrs ons did cauſe, procure, abet and ſtir up ſeveral of the King's Leige 
tive, & proditorie, moo to be tnvicted for divers elomies, ders, and other 
Legera Angie to>- fences which be contrived, contrary to the Law of iLe Land ; and 


veriens, d:verios Li- 
205 i, l1us nuper R 


C "\ 
vis ex ſua falia covina & ſubtil. irigenio contra communem Legem os Angliz de diverſis Feloniis, Murgris, & 
ms -procuravit,abbetavit & excitavir, whoa 


aliis Anic. & Oflcn. per ipſum ſuppolit.indiR.fecit ac indi 
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ths exattionibus mull. 
tipliciter torqucban. 
tur in rant. quod Py. 
puli di&ti nuper Re. 
gi5 yervus i, fam nu- 
N . per Regem mwltipli@ 
citer murmurabant & malignabant in n_ periculum ipfius nuper Regis Regni ſui Angliz ac ad > 
verfionem Legum & Conſuctudinum eju Regni. * Sperd's Chron. fol. goz. N. 3. 


The Conſideration of ſome of the er mg Preſident, 
and others, printed in my F—c7 | s Re hoderfeat 12219. 
ports, were to be eas and Authorities by Sik 
Queen Elizabeth, why the Judges of the Common Pleas, refuſed 
to admit and comply with certain illegal Letters Patents which 
| She had ſent to them on the behalf 


no Offence nor in to 
tne my erg bich of the Land ; 


it 15 /1d, That no is to obey 

and further they ſaid, that the Queen ber | 

taken an ©ath to keep the Laws, z runt encounter 'le 
to break which voluntarily ,' as to ow —4 On, _ 
anſwered, that AK l;e de 
— nll org 


againſt the Law, which would be contrary. 
ſolemnlp taker, i» Qtfence t9 God, to 

and Common Weal, in which 
been bred ;, and if the Fear of God did 
wr and the 


fe nſt 
keep t doing any ſuch thing, for 
be Judges wom, therefore would 
= Letters =_ ' y 


The Solemnity of the Proceedings in this caſe was very great, 
and memorable. 


1. The Queen commanded the Lord Chancellor, Sir Chriſto- #4. 154, 


pher Wray, the Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, and the Miſter 


of the Rolls to hear the Reaſons of the Judges. 
Thoſe were the Lord Anderſor, Mr. Juſtice 


FLETES 


Mead, Mir. Juſtice — __ =" 
t 
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that were religious to the Church, /ozal to the Pueex and of 
excellent Judgment, Gravity, and Wiſdom in their *Profe/- 


ſtone, 


3. The Lord Chancellour having heard their Reaſor;, 
allowed of the Matters, and gave his Approbation of them. 


4. He havi uainted her Majeſty with them, -the Book - 
ſays, She and gas of theme. 


And now to draw to a Concluſion. 


The CONCLUSION. 


? 19 faid, The King can do no Wrong, as I have before 
\ obſerved, - and it is upon a great Reaſon of Law that 
4' it is (o faid; for the Wiſdow of the Law hath provided 
'." a Cowncil to adviſe and dire& him for the better Pre- 
ſervation and Obſervance of his Coronation Oath. 


"121 

Does the King reſolve to declare his Will and Pleaſure 
by his Charter Y Law hath taken care that the Secretary of 
State, the Maſters of Requeſt, the Attorny General, the Clark of 
the Signet, the Clerk of the Privy Seal, and the Lord Keeper, or 
Ryley's Plac, Parl- Chancellowr ' of England, fi vely, ſhall all have the Perufal 
fol. 317. Thien ** and Exariitiation thereof, who by their Oaths are obliged well 
lerer le Roy ſolonc and legally to' Councel the King according to their Knowledg 
voſire ſew & votre nd their Power, and if any of theſe ( who generally were 


Shs Lawyers) did miſguide the King in Point of Law, they were 
enſwerable therefore in the ' Court of the Kingdom ; 1 
know very well, that in the Daths tranſlated into Erg- 


liſh, the word Loiawment, is rendred Truly,and tho I agree that 
it is the Dwty of every Man in his Place and Office Truly to 
adviſe and ſerve the King 3 yet Lojiaument legally to councel 
him, is a word of higher Import, aad larger Extent than the 
other, by how much he ſtands bound to make his Advice to be 
agreeable to the Rules of Law, and not the mere Will and Plea- 
ſure of his *Prince 3, and indeed no Man can be ſaid Truly to 
ſerve the King, but he that ſerves him Lojaument, according 
to the krown Law, and that Man is the only truly loyal Sbje@. 


For *BraGer that famous Judg, in Hemry the Third's time, 
had delivered it as a perpetual Rule both of Law and Truth 3 


Lex facit Regem, &- quia per Legem faliu oft, ex attrguat 


er, 


So; 
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&, viz. Domintionem & Poteſtatem, &- dignunes eft quod 

ſam tneatur Lex cui Honorem tribuit & reg Batten 
lib, x. cap. 8. tf. 5. It being the greateſt Honour and Priviledg 
of a King to rule his Subjects according to Law. 


Seneca ( a wiſe Man, Twtor to an Eayerer, and one that well Sen. de Benef. 
wnderfiood what he wrote) brake forth into this paffionate [n- 
terrogation, Puid omni poſſidentibus deeſt ? ille ferem dicat ; 
what thing only do they warit who poſſeſs all ? even 
( anſwers he) a that "will ſpeak down- and 
give them honeſt Advertiſements ; and therefore per Chan- 
cellour Bacon, among many other His excellent I to the 


late Duke of "Bucks, —_ this t, with a of Letrers 
warmer Zeal than ordinary. 6s oe Ko = | rt 


Maſter, fol. 41. 
( faith he ) you wwſt be wary that fe ru Soma 
f tonne F, you do not 


and if the matter concern him ts bs: 
flatter him, if you do, 2 <0 as gra « Traitoz i the Court of 
Þeaven, «- he that draws hi- Swow 2g4i»ſt him, 


King James gives theſe ſort of Perſons no better Names, |, ,; c,eech 1o1hs 
than thole of Vipers and "Peſts to their "Prince and the Common Parvament, 1609, 
Wealth ; and ' that Gloriow Martyr, ns (harles the Firſt, re. © tes fol. $31. 


ſembles them to baſe Flits jrypr Pi Eixav Bank, 
as on Summer Fruits, but ddverſay (lint be cold Weather {om 37 Parag. 
drives them away, 


In fine, it is, and hath been OY Paxime WET 
the Common Laws of England — ; And that gronnded u 
leſs Authority than the Divine Law of Almighty Od Thet the ———————— 
Law of the - Kingdom 44th /o admeaſured and ofertained the Roi ad mouks Pre- 
Prerogative of ow Kings, it will not (uffer or ns yn pms or 
to prejudice or wrong the Inheritance of any of their Subjects. 7erione {cs biem (+ 


Pas _ a _. ders Duties & autres 
perſonal, wncore le Common ticlment 4d meſure arts ks ne rolirownt ne prajudi- 
caront le [nherirance de 4/cun, Plotden Com. fol, 236. 4, __ - 


© Therefore the main thing, next to Religion, on which a Eiwy Gan 27. 
* Prince's Proſperity will d and move, is that of Civil **< 


* Juſtice, wherein the ſettled Laws of theſe Kingdoms are the 

* molt excellent Rules a Prince can govern by 3 which by an 
* admirable Temperament, give very much to SubjeQts Indu 

* Liberty, and happineſs, ard yet reſerve h to the Maje ”, 

* and Prerogative of any King, who owns his People as Subje&s, 

* x08 


— —— 0 > _ 
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© ot as Slaves whoſe SubjeQtion, as it preſerves their Property, 
© Peace, and Safety, fo it will never diminiſh a Prince's Rights, 
© nor their ingenuous Liberties 3 which conſiſts in the Enjoy- 
* ment of the Fruits of their Induſtry, and the Benefit of thoſe 
© Laws, to which themſelves have conſented. 


« The King's Prerogative- ( ſays this incomparable Prince a 
< little after ) .is beſt and excerciſed, in remitting, rather 
* than exating the Rigor of the Laws; there being mothing 
« worſe than legal Tyranny. Where the word of a*King is, there 
is Power, faith the Holy Scripture, which gives great weight 
and anion to what this King of bleſſed Memory hath here in 
the ſame Meditation recommended, nor can I better tell how to 
conclude than with ſo ſacred an Authority, which he preſcribes 
as another Rule and Maxime to his preſent Majeſty, and which 
as it was there particularly direQted to him, fo it ought to be 
written by no leſs than a Sun Beam to enlighten both the Prin- 


ces of this Age, and all ſucceeding Generations : his Words are 
theſe, 


© Never repoſe ſo much upon any Man's fingle Councel, Fi- 
* delity, and Diſcretion in managing Afﬀeairs of the firſt Mag- 
* nitude,. ( that 1s, matters of Religion and Juftice ) as to create 
* in your {elf, or others a diftidence of your own Judgment, 
* which is likely to be always more conſtant and impartial to the 
© Intereſt of your Crown and Kingdom than any Man's. 


, } 
© Next beware of exaſperating any 
© and Aſperity of ſore Men's Pations, 
© nions unployed by you. 


© The more conſcious you ſhall be to your own Merits, upon 
© your People, the more prone you will be to expe all Love 
* and Loyalty from them 3 and inflit no Puniſhment upon them 
* for former iages 3 you will have more inward Compla- 
* cency in pardoning one, than in puniſhing a thouſand. 


* Nor would I have you to entertain any Averſation, or diſ- 
© ike of Parliaments, which in their right Conſtitution, with 
* Freedom and Honour, will never injure or diminiſh your 
* Greatneſs but will rather be as interchangings of Love, Loy- 
* alty and Confidence, between a Prince and his People. 


Factions by the Croſfsneſs 
Humours or private Opi- 


POST- 
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POST-SCRIPT: 


The Oath of the Lord Mayor. 


E ſhall ſwear, That ye ſhall well and lawfiilly ſerve the 
King's Majeſty in the Office of —_— in the City 
of London, and the ſame City ye ſhall and ſafe: 
ly keep to the behoof of his Highneſs, his Heirs, and 

lawful Succeſlors, and the Profit of the King ye ſhall doz In 

all things that to you belongeth, and the Right of the King that 
to the Crown appertaineth in the ſame City of London 
lawfullp ye ſhall keep. Ye ſhall not conſent to the decreaſe, 


and where ye ſhall know the Rig 
Crown, be it in Lands, or in Rents, 


by which the King ſhall iceſe, oz Kight be diſturbed oz letted 
and good Afliſc ſhall ye ſet upon Bread, [ Wine ] Ale, Fiſh, 
Fleſh, Corn, and all other Victuails z Weights and Meaſures in 
the ſame City, ye ſhall do to be kept, and due Execution do 
upon the Defaults that thereof ſhall be found according to all the 
Statutes thereof made, not repealed, and in all other that 
to a Yayo? of the City of London belongeth to do, well and 
lawfully ye ſhall do and behave you: As God you help. 


The Oath of an Alderman. 


E ſhall (wear, That ye ſhall well and lawfully ſerve our So- 
veraign Lord the King in the City of London, in the Of- 

fice of Alderman, in the Ward of N-— wherein ye ſhall be cho- 
ſen Alderman, and every other Ward whereof ye ſhall be cho- 
ſen Alderman hereafter; and lawfully ye ſhall entreat the ]Peo- 
ple of the ſame Ward of ſuch things as to them appertaineth 
to do, fo2 keeping of the City, and to2 maintaining of the 
Peace in the ſame ; and rhe Laws and Franchiſes of this 
City, ye ſhall keep and maintain, within the City and without, 
| after your wit and power ; and attendant ye ſhall be to maintain 
the right of Orphans after the Laws and Ulages of the ſame City 
and ready ye ſhall be to come at the Summons and Warning of 
[ the 


Z3© 
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the Mayor and Miniſters of this City for the time _— to ſpeed 
th Afliſcs, Pleas, and Judgments of _ Hu — and other 


needs of this City, if you & not let b of the. King, 
or by ſome other reaſonable Cauſe; a Cn Coun- 
ſel ye ſhall give fo2 ſuch things as touch the common ]tofit of 
the City z and ye (ball ſell no manner Victual by retail, as 
Ercad, Ale, Wine, Fleſb, ne Fiſh, by your Apprentices, Allowes, 

Servatits,ne by any other wa _e Profit ſhall ye none take of any 
ſuch manner Vittual fo during your The Secrets 
of this Court ye ſhall keep, and not diſcloſe any thing here 
ſpoken fo2 the Commonwealth of this City, or chat might 
hurt any Perſon or Brother of this ſaid Court, unleſs it be 
ſpoken 19 your Brother, or to any other, which in your Con- 

icience and Diſcretion ye ſhall think to be for the Common- 

wealth of this —_ and well and lawfully ye je Rell behate you 
in the SRI GD 


. 
. 


The Oath of the Sheriff. 


r, That ye ſhall be good and true unto our 
Lord,the land, and unto his Heirs 
and the of the City of London 


Ale, and all other "Vidtuals within the Franchiſe of this City, and 
without,well and lawfully ye ſhall keep, and do to be kept ; and 
the Judgments and Executions of your Court, ye ſhall not tarry 
without cauſe reaſonable 3 ne Right ſhall you none diſturb. The 
Writs that to you come touching the State Thad Franchiſe of this 
City, you ſhall not return till you have ſhewed them to the 
Mayor and the Council of this City for the time being, and 
of them have Adviſement 3 and ready you ſhall be at reaſonable 
warning of the Mayor, for keeping of he Peace, and maintain- 
ning the State of this City ; 01 ah other things that longen to 
your Office, and the keeping of the (atv Shires, lawfully you 
ſhall o,ty you ani yours;andthe City you ſhall keep from harm 
after your Power, and the Shire of Piddleſer ; ne the Goal of 
Newgate you (hall not let to farme : As God you help. 


ADDITION. 


Ye ſhall alſo ſwear, That ye ball freely give all ſuch Kooms 
and Offices of Serjeants and Peomen as (hall happen to be- 
come void during the time ye ſhall remain in the Office of 
Shricvalty, to ack apt end chic Perſon or Periing = ſhall vo 

y 
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you nominated to the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, 
x# by them admitted, PIES 02? other Reward to 


be had, taken, or hoped for in reſpett thereof, according to the 
Act of Common Counctl made Ro mor the 
mme and twentieth day of April, in the fix and twentieth Year of 
the Reign of our Sovereign Lady Queen” Elizabeth, &c. As God 


you help. 
The Oath of the (ommen (lerk, or Town-Clerk. 
. E ſhall (wear, That you ſhall be and true to our So- 


' veraignLord the King, and to his Heirs and lawful Suc- 
ceſſors ; and the City of London, and the Liberties and Fran- 


chiſes of the ſame, to your 
and the Councel of the fai 


by 
or oF 
be 


ſome other reaſonable cauſe. Alſo reſiant and dwelling ye 
within the City during your Office, and all Pleas of 
and all other Pleas and Records that 


;ght nor 

Perſon, ye ſhall bide, conceal, ne deny ; and _—— la 
ter your Wit and Power ye hall give jn all things touching 
the _ of this City. Alfo ye ſhall keep no Clerk under you, 
but fuch a: ſhall be able and admitted by the Mayor and Alder- 
men obthe ſaid City for the time being, and ſworn before the 
ſaid Mayor and Aldermen z nor any ſuch Clerk remove without 
th'Allent of the ſaid Mayor and Aldermen. AIlfo ye ſhall (wear, 
That you ſhall rake no Money, Reward, nor Gift of any Per- 
ſon for any matter to be moved, or the which ſhall hang before 
the Mavor, Aldermen, or Sheriffs, or before the Mayor of this 
Ciry of London for the time bei Allo ye ſhall take no man- 
ner Money, nor other Reward tor any Matter or Cauſe which 
ſhall be moved, or hang in any Court of this City, wherein by 
reaſon of your Office, ye ſhall have any Authority or Power, 
except only the Fees to your Office of old times due, uſed and | 
accuſtomed. Alſo ye (hall bear and pay all manner Taxes and 
all other Charges to you to be laid withia this City, like as Ci- 
tizens of the ſame City ſhall do for their part during your Office z 
and in all other things to your Office » well and 
lawfully ye hall behave you : As God you help. 


The 
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The Oath of the (ommon Serjeant. 


E ſhall ſwear, That ye ſhall well and ſerve the Ct- 
i lnges and Franchle of the ſame City, pe all keep 
ye 
and vefend, within the City and without, after your (it and 


red and charged, and in all Places where need is, lawfully to 
ſhew and declare, and attenvantly purſue fo2 the common 
pofit of this City. Alſo ye ſhall (wear, That you (hall take no 
, Reward, nor Gift of any Perſon for any Matter to be 
the which ſhall hang before the Mayor, Aldermen or 
ifs, or the Mayor of the City of London for the time 
i Alſo ye ſhall take no manner Money, nor other Re- 
for any Matter or Cauſe which ſhall be moved or in 

any Court of this City, wherein by reaſon of your Office ye 
have ary Authority or Power, except only the Fees to your 
Office, of vId time due, uſed and accuſtomed. Alſo ye ſhall 


bear and pay all manner Taxes, and all _— to you 
to be layed within this City, like as Citizens he dons 
City ſhall do for their part,during your Office : As God you help. 


The Oath of them that be of the Common-Council. 


ſhall (wear, That ye ſhall be true to our Soveraign Lord 

the King, his Heirs and lawful Succefſors, and readily come 
when you be ſummoned to the Common-Council of this City, 
you be reaſonably excuſed ; and good and true Councel 

ye ſhall give in all things touching the Common-Weal of this 


City alter pour Wit and Cunning 3 and that for favour of any 
Man,ye ſhall maintainno fingular Profit againſtthe common Pro- 
fit of this City : And after that you be come..to the Common 
Council, ye ſhall not from thence depart till the Common Coun- 
cil be , without a reaſonable cauſe, or elſe by the Mayor's 
Licence 3 and alſo that all ſecret things that be ſpoken or ſaid in 
the Common Council, the which ought to be kept ſecret, ye 
ſhall in no wiſe diſcloſe : As God you help. 


F IXNA1S. 


The Reader is defired to amend wheſe Eryars of the Preſs, or what other be may meer with, 


Folio z. Line 9. for ſuftrner, read ſufbine. L 11. r. ſolemnly. fol. 5. 1. 41. for Victcoamit «- 
tum, tr, Vieecommtes. fol, 16, in Marg. 1.16.7. muſcheningas. fol. 10. L 19. f. he, r. the. in 
Marg. L 1. Aſt wn, I, aſcungfol, 23. I, 1. vitals, r. vitalas, 1, 27, and 2g. f. Barthonia, r, 


Bathonia, 


